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legal duties for which, being men of business rather than
lawyers, they had not usually any special qualifications, and
their permanent legal officials consequently carried a con-
siderable responsibility. Then More left the service of the city
for that of Henry, and for nearly a dozen years had been rising
in political life, when this conversation with his son-in-law took
place.
The passion for universal peace was one which More shared
with his scholar friends, and above all with Colet and Erasmus.
During the twenty years of Henry's reign England had been
plunged into one futile campaign after another, till the vast
accumulated wealth of Henry VII had been wasted, and the
resources of the country so exhausted as to make for a time any
further war impossible. No danger had been averted and no
advantage gained; historians have been puzzled to find the
justification or even the explanation of Henry's wars, or, as
Sir Walter Ralegh described them, chis vain enterprises abroad,
wherein it is thought that he consumed more treasure than all
our victorious kings did in their several conquests'. It is true
that there was comparatively little fighting, and that such
fighting as there was proved quite inconclusive. Continuous
war in the sixteenth century had become too expensive for the
resources of any government, and Henry had but few subjects
compared with his rivals, Francis I or Charles V. Historians
often speak as if, therefore, Henry's wars were negligible.
That is not so. Taxation and the depreciation of the coinage
caused terrible suffering. We are the poorer to this day for the
confiscation of art treasures, treasures which the monasteries
of England had created and housed during eight centuries, but
which were destroyed in the vain attempt to refill Henry's
exhausted treasury.
All these useless wars More detested. Yet his ideal was
anything but a policy of selfish isolation for England. It is
because he cares for Europe, not because he ignores Europe,
that More is a lover of peace. European scholars were hoping
for a Reformation by reason and argument, not by violence.
If this was to be brought about, it could only be in an atmosphere
of European peace. The scholars were an international body,
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